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Michael DeLeon
Biography

113 Northgate Drive McMinnville, TN 37110
(856) 691-6676 (direct) or (609) 774-6501 (cell) 
michaeldeleon@steeredstraight.org



Michael R. DeLeon, a successfully acclimated ex-offender who after nearly 20 years of drug addiction and committing crime and 5 years of gang involvement, spent 12 years in state prison and half-way houses for a gang-related family homicide. Since Michael’s release from prison, he has earned 3 Associates Degrees, a Baccalaureate Degree in Business Management, with a minor in Criminal Justice and a CADC Educational Certificate. Michael is now in the process of obtaining his Master’s Degree in Addictions Counseling at Liberty University as well as pursuing his LCADC. He is also pursuing his certification from the University of Kentucky as a Tobacco Prevention Specialist. 

Michael is the founder of Steered Straight, Inc.  A non-profit organization formed in 2007 designed with the intention of carrying a prevention message to youth and young adults regarding the extreme dangers of adolescent drug and alcohol use, bullying, and unhealthy life-choices. He is also a national speaker on the prevention of gang-involvement and criminal activity.  Michael spends his time developing Steered Straight by stressing the importance of young men and women making sound, rational decisions in their day to day lives. Michael worked with the Lifers Group and Scared Straight program while incarcerated, and then founded the Project Pride Program while incarcerated in prison. After pitching the idea for this program to then Commissioner Jack Terhune because he felt “Scared Straight” didn’t work, he worked to develop the message that consequences can be severe and life-lasting. Project Pride which is still in existence at the New Jersey Department of Corrections, is the largest prison outreach program in America.

Michael has spoken to over sixteen million students and young adults as a motivational speaker, delivering evidence-based student programs in all 50 states and abroad. In 2014, Michael became the #1 booked school presenter in America speaking at over 400 schools and facilities just that year. He has remained the #1 booked school presenter every year peaking with 708 schools and facilities in 2024.

Michael speaks and presents to youth, parents, educators, law enforcement, medical professionals and community groups throughout the country. He now presents to in excess of 1.5 million people each year. He created two additional educational arms of Steered Straight: Recovery Army and Faithing Addiction, both of which target specific audiences throughout America to educate and prevent addiction and build and support Recovery. A third educational arm provides jails and prisons multiple re-entry programs through a one-of-a-kind video series to inmates and prisoners called “One Step Away” delivered through state and federal prisons as well as county jails and juvenile detention facilities.

Michael is an award-winning filmmaker and has directed and produced four documentaries on addiction, focusing on the opiate and heroin epidemic in America, marijuana legalization and Addiction and Recovery. His memoir, “Chasing Ruin, Finding Redemption” will be released in 2025. There are numerous other film and book projects underway.

Michael became the first ex-offender to be appointed to a Community College Board of Trustees of any Community College in America. He served as Board of Trustee at Cumberland Community College in Vineland, New Jersey for 6 years before moving to Tennessee in 2018.

Michael and his wife Darla were awarded the 2020 President’s Volunteer Service Award by President Trump for their ongoing volunteer efforts distributing Drug Education Materials to youth and communities throughout the country.

Michael created an effective and engaging video-based curriculum to combat the insidious vaping and THC use among adolescents that is not only illegal for them to use but is deadly. The long-term health damage is just starting to become realized and this effective curriculum is provided to youth, schools, families and communities across America.

Michael created an effective and engaging video-based curriculum to combat the fentanyl crisis America is experiencing. Fentanyl has become the #1 cause of death ages 18 to 45 and the fastest growing demographic dying from fentanyl is 14 years of age and younger. This curriculum is provided to youth, schools, families and communities across America.

Michael developed numerous other curriculum on drug education for youth, parents and educators and provides this added-value education to every school Steered Straight visits.


Civic and Community Accomplishments:

· Founded a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization carrying a message of prevention and intervention about drug and alcohol awareness and gang prevention to over 16 million students, parents, educators, offenders and ex-offenders in all 50 States across the country.
· Member of the Kiwanis Organization, New Jersey
· Served as a member of the Male Health Campaign funded by UMDNJ to reach out to the men of our communities about the responsibility of Fatherhood
· Authored a column for a nationally distributed newsletter for the Alcohol and Drug Abuse Self-Help Network and SMART Recovery, Inc.
· Taught an entrepreneurial class and a basic financial class to prisoners and ex-offenders
· Facilitated a County Jail In-reach program for community and juvenile offenders for two years
· Facilitated the CRY-UP In-reach program at GSYCF for juvenile offenders for three years
· Initiated the founding of the NJDOC Project Pride Program reaching thousands of students throughout the state. Program still operates reaching hundreds of thousands of students throughout NJ, the largest outreach program in America
· Developed a Resource Guide for ex-offender men and women to produce and distribute throughout the State of New Jersey. Lobbied the New Jersey Association on Correction to produce a formal version of this guide and distribute them through the New Jersey State Parole Board and the New Jersey Dept. of Corrections. This matured into NJSuccess.org with the PSHLC in Newark, NJ.
· NJDOL/Workforce Development, 2009 Alumni Award
· Member of Cumberland County, NJ, Community Justice Panel, Office of Community Justice
· Member of Vineland Violence Prevention Policy Board, Project Assistant, 2010-2013
· Member of Camden Violence Prevention Policy Board, Project Assistant, 2012/2013
· Member of Vineland Positive Youth Development Coalition, Juvenile Justice Committee
· Member of Cumberland County Prevention Policy Board, Project Assistant, 2013-2018
· Member of Cumberland County, NJ, Human Relations Commission, 2013-2018
· Chair of Cumberland County Healthy Communities Coalition, Southwest Council, Vineland, NJ
· Member of Cumberland County Juvenile Reentry Team
· Member of Ocean County D.A.R.T. Coalition, Barnabas Health
· Member and past Vice Chair of Prevention Coalition of Monmouth County, Prevention First
· Vineland, NJ Grapevine Publication, 2011 Hometown Hero Award
· Appointed to NJ Governor’s Council on Alcoholism & Drug Abuse, Criminal Justice Subcommittee
· Appointed to Cumberland County College Board of Trustees, 2012-2015, Reappointed 2016-2018
· Appointed to the NJ Minority Concerns Committee, Vicinage 15
· Member of Cumberland County, NJ, Youth Services Advisory Council
· Chair of YSAC, Minority Concerns Committee, 2013-2018
· Appointed to the NJ State Parole Reentry Task Force, Southern New Jersey, 2013-2018
· Received two Joint Legislative Resolutions by both Houses of the New Jersey State Legislature
· Received Resolutions and Commendations from N.J. Assembly, New York State Senate, Broward County Florida, County Commission for Educational Excellence in Prevention and Awareness for delivering Steered Straight programs.
· Received the 2020 Presidential Volunteer Service Award from President Trump, the highest award recognition in America for Volunteerism for his efforts distributing Drug Education Materials to youth and communities throughout the country.
· Appointed as the National Director of Outreach and School Programs for Victoria’s Voice Foundation delivering their comprehensive program to one million students in 2022 and 2023.

Appeared as a Keynote Speaker and Presented workshops including for the following organizations:

· New Jersey Drug Court State Conference
· New Jersey Drug Court County Conferences
· New Jersey Association of Student Assistance Professionals
· New Jersey Juvenile Detention Association
· CADCA – Community Anti-Drug Coalitions of America
· Gloucester Regional Addictive Substances Prevention Coalition
· Burlington County Department of Human Services
· NCAAD – New Jersey
· New Jersey Juvenile Justice Commission
· Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention of New Jersey
· Probation Association of New Jersey
· Court Appointed Special Advocates of New Jersey
· NCAD – National Conference on Addiction Disorders
· Mid-Atlantic States Corrections Conference
· Foundation for a Drug Free World
· Criminon Foundation
· Vendome Healthcare Media and Addiction Professional
· U.S. Journal Training and Behavioral Health and Addiction Disorders
· Pennsylvania State School Counselor Conference
· Pennsylvania State Student Assistance Counselor Conference
· New York State School Counselor Conference
· Arizona State School Counselor Conference
· Kansas State School Counselor Conference
· Kentucky State School Counselor Conference
· Kentucky FRYSC Counselors and Coordinators
· Tennessee Strong Conference
· National School Resource Officer Conference
· Arizona School Resource Officer Association
· D.A.R.E.
· Presented in every New Jersey county to staff and students
· Presented in 50 States across America to staff, students and conferences
· Federal Bureau of Prisons
· Core Civic Private Prisons
· Arizona Department of Corrections
· American School Counselor Conference
· NADDI – National Association of Drug Diversion Investigators




Media Production


· Hosted a weekly radio show on Recovery Radio, www.coaradio.com called “Solutions” that explores the different approaches to solving addiction in America. Show ran for a year.

· Hosted a weekly television show on SNJTV for 5 Seasons, www.snjtoday.com (Comcast 22, WACP4-NBC) Southern New Jersey/Philadelphia markets, called, “The Road to Recovery” which presented a weekly guest discussing the different aspects of addiction and recovery.

· Wrote, Directed and Produced “Kids Are Dying” a documentary on New Jersey’s Overdose Epidemic, in 2013 that won four Film Festival Nominations and Awards for the REEL Recovery Film Festivals in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and DelRay Beach, Florida. This film also won a Silver Lei at the Honolulu Film Festival and won the Best Shorts Competition in Hollywood in two categories

· Wrote, Directed and Produced, “An American Epidemic”, a documentary on the national overdose epidemic plaguing the Country. This film won five Film Festival Nominations and Awards for the REEL Recovery Film  Festivals in New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Fort Lauderdale, Florida and numerous other festivals. It is being considered by numerous cable television programs.

· Wrote, Directed and Produced a documentary film on marijuana called, “MarijuanaX” with Congressman Patrick Kennedy and former ONDCP Deputy Director, Dr. Kevin Sabet. The film is geared toward parents and educators documenting the changing trends of marijuana, edibles and THC concentrates.

· Wrote, Directed and Produced a documentary called “Road to Recovery.” The film is on Recovery from addiction documenting the many stories across America of people who have overcome horrendous obstacles to find their path to Recovery.

· Currently producing a documentary film on the importance of Faith in Recovery called, “Higher Power” which will document the spiritual foundation in a strong recovery of many people who have found that journey to be guided through spiritual principles.

· Currently producing a documentary film on how addiction affects not only the individual, but the entire family called, “A Family Affair”

· Currently producing a documentary on homelessness in America and it’s sources grounded in Addiction. This film will feature 20 American cities where homelessness has become pandemic. This film is titled, “Without A Roof”.

· Produced over 150 episodes of Recovery stories on an internet show called, “On The Road to Recovery” and featured these shows on a nationally-recognized website – www.recoveryarmy.com. 


Published Author

· Authored and published his Addiction memoir, titled, “Chasing Ruin – Finding Redemption” which is being released in 2025

· Co-Authored and published a non-fiction book, titled, “Table Talks and Dashboard Conversations” which is a Parent and Family guide to understand the conversations families need to have with kids about drug and alcohol use, misuse and abuse for middle school and high school students.

· Co-Authored and published a second non-fiction book, titled, “Table Talks and Dashboard Conversations” which is a Parent and Family guide to understand the conversations families need to have with kids about drug and alcohol use, misuse and abuse for Elementary school students.

· Authored a non-fiction book, titled, “Itcanthappentomeism” which is being published in 2026

· Authoring, “Chasing My Destiny”, the Steered Straight story which is being published in 2026

· Co-Authoring a natural-health guide book for parents and families called, “Vaping Me Crazy” about managing and deferating nicotine addiction, especially among adolescents

· [bookmark: _Hlk35345703]Authoring a  non-fiction booklet series for prisoners, titled, “Overcoming Barriers to Re-Entry” which is a 10-booklet series developed to address the foundation of living a crime and drug free life catered specifically to prisoners and the formerly incarcerated.

· Published articles in “The Grapevine”, a Southern New Jersey newspaper
· Published articles in “InRecovery Magazine, a national Sobriety magazine
· Published articles in, “Sober World”, a national Sobriety magazine
· Published article in, “Counselor”, a national online magazine.
· Published article in, “The Program”, a national Recovery magazine.
· Published articles in, “Keys To Recovery”, a national Recovery newspaper.


Steered Straight, Inc. – The most engaging, effective and evidence-based School Program in America. A full year-long program that continues the conversation – “Back To The Classroom”.


Right now, across the Country, we are experiencing an epidemic of drug overdoses and overdose death. In fact, in America as a whole and in most states individually, Overdose Death is the #1 cause of accidental death. We are losing youth and young adults to this insidious problem. Drugs is in fact the #1 cause of death in America for every demographic. We are at a 50-year high of suicide in this country and most of it is grounded in drugs.

In addition to the insidious epidemic of overdose death is the skyrocketing number of near misses and the increasing number of young people that are becoming incarcerated because of drugs and the suburban migration of street gangs due to drug distribution. Our County Jails across America are exploding in population. This is a 2nd Stigma that few people discuss.

Michael DeLeon represents both stigmas. In fact, he delivers a powerful message that is not only informational awareness and education for all who hear his story, but a powerful cautionary tale that is unmatched in its effectiveness. Working with local agencies, schools and Law Enforcement, Michael is able to impact an entire community to work as a catalyst for environmental change. In communities that are already addressing this problem, or in communities that don’t know where to begin, Steered Straight is a powerful partner.

Steered Straight Inc. is a nonprofit organization based in Nashville, Tennessee that brings presentations about various important topics to students of the nation’s schools and communities. 


Brief Presentation History

Michael has spoken to more than fifteen million students and young adults in more than 11,500 schools and facilities. As a published author and international motivational speaker and educator, Michael has delivered evidence-based student programs in ALL 50 states and numerous other countries.

Every state in America has experienced Michael DeLeon – one of the most passionate prevention speakers you will ever encounter.  He is a member of many associations, committees and boards, but more importantly, he will take the time to answer questions from any youth and talk with anyone in his audience. Why? As Michael says, “I don’t want to just affect one kid; I want to affect them all.”

We have an extremely effective and powerful presentation for students about substance abuse. “Under The Influence” addresses not only the dangers of misusing prescription medication and illicit drugs, it accentuates the positive of staying drug free. With experienced presenters, we are geared specifically to this local issue with age-appropriate content. There are no overly-graphic images and this does not come with a law-enforcement focus. 

It is effective, and 80% of students actually go home to talk to a parent about the assembly.

You have many options available to you in order to educate students through a student assembly and group presentations, as well as a community through Town Halls or Parent Nights. We understand your time is limited and budgets are even more so. We are extremely cost-effective and we can conduct multiple assemblies to accommodate the population. It is critical to reach students and parents with a message that resonates, and Steered Straight presentations are the most effective, not only in getting the message to students, but having the message penetrate and stay with them long after the assembly is over.

Michael is a facilitator and motivational presenter for Drug Free World. As an option, He incorporates these effective educational booklets into his Steered Straight program and uses the evidence-based curriculum and booklets at all of his programs. Distributing millions of educational materials across the country, Drug Free World booklets are the long-term, continuing education students and their families need. These materials are included as an option in all of the Steered Straight presentations and events and allow us to educate not only kids, but parents, staff and community members throughout the country.

We encourage you to visit our website at www.steeredstraight.org and call us to schedule an “Under The Influence” Student Assembly. Our other programs, “Stay In Your Lane”, “Weed Between the Lines”, “Vaping Me Crazy” and “T.A.G. – The Truth About Gangs” are equally effective.

We have numerous educational programs for various audiences. This is a pandemic that effects everyone and we need to take a community-based approach.

Michael founded a project of Steered Straight, Inc., called “The Recovery Army”. Recovery Army’s mission is to recruit everyone to wage war on this pandemic of addiction. He tours the country in a Recovery Army Tour bus, visiting communities with educational resources, films and books. He visits schools, prisons, jails, treatment centers, Churches and community organizations addressing each group with catered messages and presentations. He captures stories of Hope and Recovery and has produced over one hundred video stories on the Recovery Army Website which can be viewed at www.recoveryarmy.com
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